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(54) Optical recording medium and method for setting power of laser beam 



(57) An optical recording medium has a plurality of 
test areas (TESTn) on which test signals are written, 
and a plurality of power setting information recording 
areas (PRECn) on which is written an optimum laser 
power obtained by reading the recorded test signal writ- 



ten in one of the test areas (TESTn). An identification 
information (ID) of a recording system by which the test 
signal is written is also written on the power setting 
information recording area (PRECn). 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to an optical record- s 
ing medium of a write once type and a method for set- 
ting power of a laser beam for writing information in the 
recording medium. 

As a write once type optical recording medium, a 
CD-R (write once type CD) is known. In the CD-R. a 10 
laser beam is focused on a recording surface to convert 
luminous energy to thermal energy to change the phys- 
ical nature of the recording surface. Thus, the informa- 
tion is recorded on the CD-R. 

Although the recording mediums of the same type is 
are made by the same material, the individual recording 
medium has not always the same characteristic. 
Accordingly, if a laser beam is set to a fixed power, infor- 
mation can not be recorded in an optimum condition. 
Therefore, in such a recording medium, before record- 20 
ing information, the laser power is adjusted by an opti- 
mum power control (OPC) to be set to an optimum value 
for a disc to be recorded. 

A conventional OPC method employed in the CD-R 
will be described with reference to Fig. 6. The CD-R has 2s 
a power calibration area (PC A) as a test area, read-in 
area, information recording area, and read-out area. 
The PCA is provided on the inside of the read-in area. A 
test writing is performed in the test area before record- 
ing information so as to obtain an optimum laser power 30 
for writing information on the CD-R. 

In the write once type CD such as the CD-R, an 
area in which information has been written once is not 
used for further writing information again. A recorder for 
writing information is provided for controlling laser 35 
power by the test writing on the PCA, and for recording 
information on the information recording area thereafter 
with the controlled laser power. 

As shown in Fig. 6, the CPA is divided into a hun- 
dred partitions. Since one writing test uses one parti- 40 
tion, it is possible to perform a hundred times of the 
OPC. 

However, the test writing over a hundred times can 
not be done. Therefore, even if a writable area (vacant 
space) remains in the information recording area, infor- 45 
mation can not be recorded thereon. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the present invention is to provide an so 
optical recording medium of a write once type and a 
method for setting power of laser beam for writing infor- 
mation in the recording medium in which the number of 
writing tests is increased as many as possible. 

According to the present invention, there is pro- ss 
vided an optical recording medium on which information 
is recorded in an information recording area by chang- 
ing a physical quality thereof, comprising a plurality of 
test areas on each of which test signals are written for 



obtaining an optimum laser power for writing information 
on the information recording area, a plurality of power 
setting information recording areas on each of which an 
optimum laser power obtained by reading the recorded 
test signal written in one of the test areas, and an iden- 
tification information of a recording system by which the 
test signal is written are written. 

A method of the present invention comprising steps 
of writing test signals on test areas, obtaining an opti- 
mum laser power for writing information on an informa- 
tion recording area, writing an optimum laser power 
obtained by reading the recorded test signal written in 
one of the test areas, and an identification information of 
a recording system by which the test signal is written on 
a power setting information recording area, reading out 
an own identification information of the recording sys- 
tem recorded on the power setting information record- 
ing area, reading out an optimum laser power written in 
the power setting information recording area in which 
the own identification information is written, setting 
power of laser beam for recording information to the 
read out optimum laser power. 

These and other objects and features of the present 
invention will become more apparent from the following 
detailed description with reference to the accompanying 
drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1a is a schematic diagram showing an optical 
recording medium having a signal recording area 
according to the present invention; 
Fig. 1b is a schematic diagram showing another 
modification of the optical recording medium of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a schematic diagram showing information 
data for setting optimum power of a laser beam; 
Fig. 3 is a block diagram showing a recording/repro- 
ducing system of the present invention; 
Fig. 4 is a flowchart showing an operation for con- 
trolling the laser power; 

Fig. 5 is a diagram showing a test signal for a writ- 
ing test; and 

Fig. 6 is a schematic diagram showing a signal 
recording area of a conventional optical recording 
medium. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to Fig. 1a, an optical recording medium 
(hereinafter called disc) 1 of the present invention has a 
signal recording area comprising a power calibration 
area (PCA), read-in area, information recording area, 
and read-out area. 

The PCA comprises a plurality of test areas TEST1 
to TESTn, and a plurality of power setting information 
recording areas PREC1 to PRECn provided corre- 
sponding to the respective test areas TEST1 to TESTn. 
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Both of the test areas and the power setting information 
recording areas are alternately disposed in the PCA. 

Fig. 1b shows another modification of the PCA in 
which a group of a plurality of test areas TEST1 to 
TESTn, and a group of a plurality of power setting infor- s 
mation recording areas PREC1 to PRECn are sepa- 
rately provided in the PCA. 

Referring to Fig. 2, in each power setting informa- 
tion recording area PREC, following data are written. 
Namely, identification (ID) information of a recording 10 
system by which the test writing has been done, and a 
predetermined optimum power setting parameter such 
as optimum recording power obtained based on the test 
writing, an area number of the test area where the test 
writing has been done, date and time of the test and is 
optimum recording strategy for indicating, for example 
an optimum recording signal waveform. 

Fig. 3 shows a recording/reproducing system of the 
present invention. The recording/reproducing system 
comprises an optical pickup 2, a laser power controller 20 
3, a recording encoder 4, a reproducing head amplifier 
5, a reproducing decoder 6, an address detector 7, an 
optimum recording power detector 8. a servo circuit 9, a 
microcomputer 10, and an ID memory in which an iden- 
tification (ID) of the system is stored. 25 

The operation for controlling the laser power will be 
described with reference to the flowchart of Fig. 4. 

When the disc 1 is loaded on the system for record- 
ing information, a recording mode is set. The microcom- 
puter 10 operates the laser power controller 3 for 30 
controlling luminous intensity of a laser beam emitted 
from the pickup head 2 and irradiated on the disc 1 to a 
small value for reproduction. The servo circuit 9 is oper- 
ated for controlling the reproducing head amplifier 5 and 
the reproducing decoder 6 so as to reproduce a record- 35 
ing signal of the disc 1 . 

The information recorded in the power setting infor- 
mation recording areas PREC1 to PRECn in the PCA is 
read out in order, with reference to address information 
detected by the address detector 7. The read-out data 40 
are stored in a RAM (not shown) (steps S1 to S4). 

At a step S5, the own ID information stored in the ID 
memory 1 1 of the system is compared with the ID infor- 
mation of each of the power setting information record- 
ing areas PREC1 to PRECn and it is determined 45 
whether the ID information which is the same as the 
own ID information of the system exists or not. If yes, it 
means that the system has been used for recording 
information on the disc 1 before. 

The program goes to a step S6 where data such as so 
the optimum recording power stored in the RAM as 
shown in Fig. 2 at the corresponding ID information are 
read out. The laser power controller 3 is controlled so 
that the recording power of the laser emitted from the 
pickup 2 is set to an optimum value. 55 

At a step S7, the recording encoder 4 is controlled 
by the microcomputer 10 to apply recording information 
fed through an input terminal to the disc 1 , controlled by 
the laser power controller 3. Thus, the information is 



written in a vacant space of the information recording 
area of the disc 1 . 

On the other hand, at the step S5, if the same ID 
information does not exist, it means that the system has 
never been used for recording information on the disc 1 
before. 

The program goes to a step S8 where a writable 
vacant power setting information recording area 
PRECm is searched. At a step S9, a test area TESTm 
corresponding to the writable vacant power setting infor- 
mation recording area PRECm is searched. At a step 
S1 0, the laser power controller 3 operates to control the 
power of the laser beam radiated from the pickup 2 step 
by step as shown in Fig. 5. Thus, writing test signals are 
written in the test area TESTm of the disc 1 . 

At a step S1 1 , the test signals written in the test 
area TESTm are reproduced, and the optimum record- 
ing power detector 8 detects the amplitude level and 
waveform of each of the reproduced signals to obtain an 
optimum power setting parameter. 

At a step S12, the laser power controller 3 is con- 
trolled so that the power of the laser radiated from the 
pickup 2 is set to an optimum value for recording infor- 
mation on the disc 1 . At a step S1 3. the ID information 
of the system and the optimum power setting parameter 
are recorded on the power setting information recording 
area PRECm corresponding to the test area TESTm. 
The program goes to the step S7 where information fed 
through the input terminal is written in a vacant space of 
the information recording area of the disc 1 . 

The PCA provided on the inside of the read-in area 
may be disposed in any place in the disc 1 if search can 
be performed. Furthermore, although the test areas 
TEST1 to TESTn, and the power setting information 
recording areas PREC1 to PRECn are integrally dis- 
posed, these areas can be separately provided. 

The embodiment of the present invention can be 
variously modified. 

In accordance with the present invention, the 
results of the writing tests tested in the test areas are 
stored in the power setting information recording areas 
provided corresponding to the respective test areas. 
Preliminary to writing information, the information 
recorded on the power setting information recording 
area is detected to determine whether the recording 
system has been used before or not. 

If the the recording system has been used before, 
the optimum power of the laser beam for writing infor- 
mation is set in accordance with the optimum power 
parameter stored in the power setting information 
recording area. If the system is not used, the test writing 
is performed in the test area. 

Consequently, repetition of useless test writing is 
prevented, so that the test areas are not wasted. On the 
other hand, the number of times for the write once 
record can be increased to improve an effective record-, 
ing operation. 

Since the power information is recorded on the 
disc, it is not necessary to provide a memory having a 
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large capacity in the recording/reproducing system. 
Thus, the cost of the system is reduced. 

Furthermore, the number of times for the writing 
test is extremely reduced, so that capacity of the areas 
for the test and for recording the power setting informa- s 
tion can be reduced. 

While the invention has been described in conjunc- 
tion with preferred specific embodiment thereof, it will be 
understood that this description is intended to illustrate 
and not limit the scope of the invention, which is defined 10 
by the following claims. 

Claims 

1. An optical recording medium on which information is 
may be recorded in an information recording area 

by changing a physical quality thereof, comprising: 

a plurality of test areas (TESTn) on each of 
which test signals are written for obtaining an 20 
optimum taser power for writing information on 
the information recording area; 

a plurality of power setting information record- 
ing areas (PRECn) on each of which are writ- 25 
ten an optimum laser power obtained by 
reading the recorded test signal written in one 
of the test areas (TESTn), and identification 
information (ID) of the recording system by 
which the test signal was written. 30 

2. A method for setting the power of a laser beam for 
an optical disc having a plurality of test areas 
(TESTn) and a plurality of power setting information 
recording areas (PRECn). comprising the steps of: 35 

writing test signals on the test areas (TESTn); 

obtaining an optimum laser power for writing 
information on an information recording area; 40 

writing an optimum laser power obtained by 
reading the recorded test signal written in one 
of the test areas (TESTn). and identification 
information (ID) of a recording system by which 45 
the test signal is written on one of the power 
setting information recording areas (PRECn); 

reading out an identification information (ID) of 
the recording system recorded on the power so 
setting information recording area (PRECn); 

reading out an optimum laser power written in 
the power setting information recording area in 
which the own identification information is writ- 55 
ten; 

setting power of laser beam for recording infor- 
mation to the read out optimum laser power. 
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FIG.2 
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FIG.4 
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FIG.5 
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